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Commi ttee
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Other members Veronica Brown
Richard Impey
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E-mail: ccnb@ccnb.org.uk
Website: http://www.ccnb.org.uk

Promotional website:  http://www.cyclebedford.org.uk
.1 @cyclebedford n cycle_bedford

Campaigning Representatior

CCNB is represented on the following committees:

Bedford Cycle Strategy Group
Bedfordshire Rural Transport Partnership Forum

and is a key stakeholder on the preparation and implementation
of the:

Bedford Green Wheel
Bedford Stations Travel Plan
Local Transport Plan (LTP3)

It is affiliated to i%m (http://www.cyclenation.org.uk )

Bedford Borough Council Contacts:
Cycling and Walking Officer - (01234) 276328
Bikeability (Cycle Training) - (01234) 228336
Highways Helpdesk - (01234) 718003/e -mail
highways.helpdesk@bedford.gov.uk
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Editorial

Bedford in the 1970s had more cyclists in the town than in any other
place of comparable size. The County Council therefore carried out a
transportation study and in 1977 put forward a plan to provide routes
for cyclists throughout Bedford but particularly, radial routes into the
town centre. At the time it was believed to be the only study which
included cycling as a quantifiable mode of transport and by the 1980s
the Council was considered to be one of the leading authorities on
cycling in the country.

A considerable amount of new cycling infrastructure has been achieved
over the following three decades and in 2014 Bedford Borough was put
on the national map with its innovative design for the upgraded Union
Street roundabout.

Last year cycle counts continued the increase in the C y C | e
number of residents cycling to the town centre and t o red
railway station observed over the last decade.

It was therefore disappointing to hear in a background conges
paper to the latest consultation on the Local Plan 2032 and

(page 12) that Bedford had now fallen behind the levels p O | | ut

of cycling in similar sized towns. Two other papers said

that for the town centre to be an attractive place for people to work,
visit, shop and |ive there had to be s
vehicle congestion and air and noise pollution.

The Paris Climate Change summit in December 2015 has been declared

to have been reasonably successful with nearly 200 countries agreeing

to limit the global temperature rise to well below 2 degrees C above pre -
industrial levels and, if possible, to endeavour to limit the temperature

rise still further to 1.5 degrees C.

Last December was the wettest month on record with severe flooding in
the north west of England and also in Scotland. This type of weather is
claimed to be one of the outcomes of climate change.

Fortunately Bedford Borough did not see the extreme rainfall seen in
other parts of the UK this winter although in early January a flood
warning was issued for the River Great Ouse which flows through
Bedfordshire and the river did break its banks in some places (page 10).
Cycling will not solve climate change but can go someway in reducing
congestion and pollution in the town centre area.

C cl e tC ling can be easier than walking, a way to keep
y independent, fit and healthy, a mobility aid, and a

k e e P useful form of everyday transport. This means

I nNnde p e neygrybogy ghould be able to cycle regardless of age,
health condition or impairment (page 24).
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2016 Year of Anniversaries

The Royal Charter

The Charter was given to Bedford in 1166 by King
Henry Il. It granted a number of liberties to the town
including the right to set up courts of law, freedom
from manorial dues and other tolls.

The Charter, t he original which is in the Bedfordshire
Record Office at Borough Hall, is said to be the second
oldest in the country.

A range of events and activities are being planned throughout the year
to mark the anniversary.

The Bedford Charity (The Harpur Trust) 4

The Charity was established by Sir William Harpur and

his wife, Dame Alice, in 1566 to support free
schooling, dowries for poor HAR
and informing poor childre." "

merchant who became the Lord Mayor of London in
1561.

Today, apart from running a range of fee -charging private schools, the
charity helps and supports in many ways people who live in and around
Bedford.

A number of events are planned including a Run and Fun Day at Priory
Park on Sunday 22 May 2016 at which CCNB will have a stand.

The Bicycle

Meanwhi | eDr atihse(velévd left) (or Hobby
Horse/Dandy Horse) was invented by Baron Karl Drais c a 2 O O

in 1817. It is regarded as the archetype of the bicycle
althougRovae & dityeld thbdlow right) with y
its diamond shaped frame designed by John Stanley in

1885 resembles the one we know today.

S
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Great Barford Bridge Safety

Great Barford bridge across the River Great Ouse is a medieval bridge on
both the National Cycle Network Route 51 and the National Byway cycle
network. The safety of cyclists, particularly those with families, has been
of concern for a number of years and this was made significantly worse
following the introduction of a footpath across the bridge in 2012.

Late last year sensors were installed at each end of the bridge using the
latest long range microwave/thermal imaging detection technology.

It is hoped that these measures by the Borough Council have now
resolved the safety issues for cyclists. Please let CCNB know if there are

Sensor on a separate pole at the south
east end of the bridge. The one on the
north side is attached to the traffic
signal pole outside the Anchor Inn
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Riverside North

The Riverside North development is now beginning to take shape as
shown by this evening photograph of the site from across the River
Great Ouse showing the progress on the new hotel and cinema.

A new 4 metre wide cycle/pedestrian bridge is due to be built over the
next few months across the river
not be opened until the whole development is completed around Spring

2017. In the meantime the cycle route along vdzSSy Qa 2 f]

[ Kl NI SNJ 2 lwiildbuildngworkéntdiu@sS R
Union Street Roundabout

The design of the upgraded Union Street roundabout continues to
attract considerable national interest and puts Bedford Borough in the
limelight as a progressive authority in terms of innovation and
encouraging active transport.

This year (2016), there will be a meeting of EEDET (East of England
Directors for Environment and Transport) in Bedford to look at and learn
about the roundabout. Additionally, the Borough of Ealing has
expressed an interest in replicating the design for one of their busy
problematic roundabouts.

www.ccnb.org.uk
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Highways England

Highways England, the new name for the Highways Agency, issued a
short document in January 2016 on their

The strategy outlines how they will contribute towards the development
of an integrated, comprehensive and high quality cycling network.

It states that it is not just about building better cycling infrastructure

but training and developing planners, designers, engineers and service
providers to think differently about cycling infrastructure. As part of this

they will update their design standards to raise the level of provision for
cycling.

Their Delivery Plan makes a commitment to invest £100m of ring -fenced
funding in 200 cycling schemes up to 2021.

As mentioned in Newsletter No 73 one of the first schemes to be
awarded a grant in this region is a project to cycle proof the A421/A6
junction to improve the safety of cyclists on the direct route from the

Wixams to the Interchange Park, hospital and Bedford town centre ( see
page 9).

The four page document can be downloaded from:
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/cycling -strateqy

Power of Campaigning

In the middle of last year Eurostar announced without any consultation
that from 1 November 2015 they would be amending their cycle carriage
policy by making all people taking cycles on the international trains
between London and Paris/Brussels to take them apart and put them in
a box first.

Cycle organisations immediately went into top gear. CTC with the

support of the European Cycling Federation and Belgian, Dutch, French

and German cycle bodies and a 6Zero St a
9,500 cyclists (including some CCNB members) signed up to lobby the

CEO of Eurostar.

On 13 November 2015 (13 days after the
Head of EU Public Affairs announced that they had decided not to go

ahead with the requirement for all bikes to be carried in boxes and

would continue to accept fully mounted bikes.

Did You Know?

In Coventry in 1868 when Rowley B Turner rode a new velocipede
around the streets he caused as much commotion as the ride of Lady
Godiva had 800 years earlier.
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Schemes in Progress

Cycle schemes in progress which should see completion within the next
few months include:

Great Denham Link

The riverside cycle track from the start of Great Denham through to the
track alongside the Western Bypass as it passes over the River Great
Ouse should be open shortly. This will enable all residents of the Great
Denham and Kempston West developments to easily access Bedford
town centre by bicycle completely off  -road. For Kempston West residents
this will be an alternative route to the one via Kempston Saxon Centre.

A4280/A6 Link

The A4280/A6 link road with a cycle track alongside the whole length of
the south side from the Clapham Road r
Bromham Road (Gold Lane roundabout) is nearly finished.

Bromham Road Junction

A part of the Bromham Road cycle track nearly opposite Biddenham Turn
is closed while a new junction is created for the start of the first phase of
the North of Bromham Road development

(Old) Cambridge Street Link

The cycle track from the Cambridge Road/Wallis Way roundabout along
the old Cambridge Road to Priory Business Park is currently being
upgraded as part of the Travis Perkins warehouse developments. The
section is closed while this takes place.

Station Cycle Stands

The addition of more than 150 extra cycle stands, mainly double
deckers, are to be installed at Bedford Railway Station to cater for the
increasing number of people who commute there by bicycle.

Other schemes expected over the next financial year include a signal
controlled cycle route around the A421/A6 junction (see page 8).

Italian Cycle to Work Incentive

The town of Massarosa, just north of Pisa in Italy is piloting a scheme in
which cyclists are paid 25 cents per kilometre travelled in a bid to get
more people cycling to work. Even with a monthly cap of 50 euros, those
who get on their bikes could earn 600 euros a year.

Councillor Stefano Nat al i sai d, 6The
citizens to ensure the area becomes mol
less traffic and will have health benefits.
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Flooding

2015 was claimed to have been globally the warmest year on record and
predictions are that 2016 will be even hotter. One of the consequences
of global warming is the occurrence of more stormy wet weather. This
was the case last December which saw the wettest month on record with
severe flooding in the north west of England and Scotland.

Fortunately Bedford Borough did not see the extreme rainfall although in
early January a flood warning was issued for the River Great Ouse which
flows through Bedfordshire and Buckinghamshire.

In Bedford the river did break its banks for several days between the
Town Bridge and Newnham Bridge causing the National Cycling Network
Route 51 to be impassable.

Looking
westwards to
Town Bridge

Looking
eastwards to
Newnham Bridge
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At Hebden Bridge in West Yorkshire the photograph above was taken of

the bike shop and coffee
lounge, The Bicycle Den,
along the canal just weeks
before floods hit the town
on Boxing Day.

The premises was just
one of around 1200
mainly independent or
family run businesses in
the Calder Valley which
were devastated.

This included a number of
other bicycle shops.

Residents have all got
together creating a
Business  Crowdfunding
Campaign for those
effected.

The Bicycle Den hopes to
be back in business in
April 2016.

www.ccnb.org.uk
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Bedford Borough Local Plan 2032

In the National Planning Policy Framework document issued by the
Government in March 2012, it states that all local authorities must have
a single plan in place which looks at least 15 years ahead, and clearly
defines where growth and development is sustainable.

The current Borough plans are a suite of documents which go to 2021.

Consequently the Council started on the production of a new plan to
ensure that sustainable managed growth takes place up to 2032. This
resulted in an Issues and Options consultation in January/February 2014
which was reported in Newsletter No 68 (February 2014).

Since that time the Borough has completed some important studies
which resulted in a further public consultation in November/December
2015 including a further call for potential sustainable development sites
in addition to the 300 sites submitted previously.

The Local Plan 2032 will result in new development taking place; new
housing and employment, new shops, schools and open spaces and new
roads and cycle ways. Therefore it may affect the lives of most current
residents and it is important that the right balance is achieved.

Studies to date have shown that there is a need for nearly 17,500
dwellings to be built between 2012 and 2032. On top of the number
already built, approved or in the pipeline this requires sites to be found
for at least a further 4,500 dwellings together with sites for
employment.

The initial proposals are to place the sites in the urban area and key
service centres with smaller numbers in rural service centres and
individual villages.

Interestingly for cycling three of the background papers for the
consultation said that to make Bedford town centre an attractive place
for people to work, visit, shop and live there had to be

9 a significant reduction in the level of vehicle movements to reduce
the current congestion and air and noise pollution accompanied by

i a significant increase in sustainable transport (public transport,
cycling and walking).

This is at odds with one of the pl
the townds residents and visitors
at Battds Ford. The scheme would di
levels of traffic between the suggested new shopping areas on either
side of Greyfriars. It woul d al so
objectives of reducing  congestion in the borough, particularly around
the town centre, by making journeys by public transport, walking and
cycling more attractive to encourage an increase in more sustainable
and healthy modes of transport.
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Bedford Town Centre Topic Paper
The paper mentioned the following points:

- Air quality problems and congestion in the central area caused by the
high | evel of road vehicles, particul e
Street and Greyfriars areas.

- Poor connectivity and poor quality in -town centre experience for
people.

- The town centre road system is fully utilised - increasing road capacity
would not lead to an increase in accessibility and would in fact be a
further detraction from the quality of the town centre experience for
shoppers and visitors.

- Two key development opportunity sites identified in Midland Road and
Greyfriars would be compromised if the traffic in Greyfriars was kept as
it is or increased (as a result of a new Batts Ford bridge)

- The town centre of the future would be better served by sustainable
transport. Resolving the high degree of traffic saturation will inform the
type of place the town centre can become.

- There would appear to be an opportunity to change how short distance
trips to the town centre are made through place -making initiatives and a
noticeable shift to more sustainable modes. In particular, it should be
able to achieve greater levels of walking, cycling and bus use to the town
centre, given its size and density.

Bedford Retail Study

Recent years have seen challenges to 'traditional’ store -based shopping.
These challenges will continue to grow and in order for Bedford to
perform strongly and meet its local needs, it will need to adapt to, and
embrace, these challenges. However, it is quite clear that there remains

a role for store -based shopping - and for town centres.

It acknowledged that there was still much to do to meet one of the
strategic policies of the 2008 Bedford Town Centre Area Action Plan for
the regeneration of the town centre, namely, to increase the connectivity

in the town centre by improving non -car access, reducing traffic and
upgrading the public realm.

The environment al quality of t he Hi g
Greyfriaros and Mi dIl and Road i s under

vehicular traffic.

Accessibility and connectivity for non -car users within the town centre is
constrained in some areas particularly between the town centre, the
Cultural Quarter and the train station due to the heavy flows of vehicular
traffic along the High Street and Greyfriars.

There has to be environmental quality improvements of certain areas if it
is to survive and give visitors a good first impression of the town.

www.ccnb.org.uk 13



Bedford Benchmarkingustainable Transport Report

The report aimed to assess whether Bedford has the potential to tackle
its current and future transport problems through traffic demand
management and a modal shift towards sustainable travel; public
transport, cycling and walking. In order to do so, it looked at towns of
similar size and density around the UK and how they had tackled their
transport problems. Eight towns were identified; Norwich, Ipswich, York,
Lancaster, Maidstone, Lincoln, Worcester and Hitchin!

The benchmarking exercise indicated that the levels of sustainable
transport in Bedford were lower than in the other comparable towns.

It stated that Bedford relied heavily on the car in comparison to the
other towns. More people owned cars in comparison to the other towns
with a similar economic profile, possibly indicating a poor provision of
alternatives.

The report concluded that there was no clear reason why Bedford could
not achieve a significant modal shift to sustainable modes.

All Bedford Borough Council reports on the Local Plan 2032 can be seen
on the website:

http://www.bedford.gov.uk/environment and planning/
planning town and country/planning policy its purpose/
local plan 2032.aspx

Bedford Town Centre Transport Study

CCNB was invited in September 2014 to a presentation by the
consultants JMP who had been requested by the Borough Council to
carry out a study of the transport problems in the town centre area.
Nothing had been heard since that time until parts of the report were
revealed in the local press following a freedom of information request.
Most of the ideas put forward were designed to reduce traffic

congestion and pollution in the town centre area. Those with a cycling
input revealed were:

9 improve the quality and consistency of cycle paths and footpaths and
build more cycle lanes
T hal f of Bedf ordos wor ker s travel | es
majority drive - provide personalised travel plans so they can cycle,
walk or catch the bus
T require all state schools to develop ¢
1 Encourage private schools to do likewise
1 Require Bedford College to implement a sustainable travel plan as it
is a congested area
1 pedestrianise the High Street (and allow two way cycling).
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Energy Saving Lighting

Bedford Borough Council has

Proposed scheme
for Enfield town
centre

Could this be the
new Greyfriars in
Bedford?

launched a programme of works

subsidised by funding from the Department for Transport which will
replace all the Street Lighting in the Borough over a three year period.
The first new streetlights were installed in November 2015, prior to
which all the lampposts in the borough were checked for integrity; a
process which takes place regularly and is continually underway. The

new lamppost units will
provide new low energy
lanterns, replace old
columns as required and
introduce a central
management system to
control the lighting; these
lanterns use less power to
produce the same amount of
light, which in turn reduces
power consumption and the
generation of CO2
emissions.

One spot which has been of
concern to members for
some time is the poor
lighting on Bromham Road
bridge. CCNB has been
promised that this will be

programmed for the start of

the Queends Park

the project in June 2016.
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